
Gold Wing Road Riders Assoc. ñ Chapter R 
See www.gwrra-azr.org  for updates 

*MEETING PLACES 

1-Quik Trip on Thunderbird Road, 

west of Loop 101  

2-Chevron on 51st Ave at Loop 

101 

3-After meeting rides leave from 

Arrowhead Mall (behind Old 
Country Buffet) 

4-Destination ridesðmeet at the 

location  

5-QT at 51st Ave. & I-10 

 
PLP-Parking Lot Practice is in the 

Honeywell Parking lot east of 19th 
Ave. on Deer Valley. 

CHAPTER òRó RIDE SCHEDULE 
June  * Meet at:  

20 8:00am AZR Breakfast Gathering 4 

24 6:30 pm Ice Cream Social, Tundra Ice Cream 4 

  NE corner of 59th Ave & 101 
27 8:00 am Strawberry Pie Ride 2 

July  * Meet at:  

2-5  Wing Ding in Tulsa, OK  4 

18 8:00am AZR Breakfast Gathering 4 

25 6:00 pm Dinner Destination ñTBA 4 

29 6:30 pm Cold Stone Creamery, Westgate 4 

August  * Meet at:  

1-3 8:00 am 3-Day Alpine Weekend  2 

9  Afternoon at the Movies ñTBA 4 

15 8:00am AZR Breakfast Gathering 4 

22 6:00 pm Destination Dinner ñTBA 4 

29 7:00 am Mt. Lemmon Ride  2 

September  * Meet at:  

12 7:00 am Mini Iron Butt Ride to Road Kill  1 

  Café, Seligman, AZ 
19 8:00am AZR Breakfast Gathering 4 

20 8:00 am PLP (parking lot practice)  4 

23 8:00 am Mid -Weed Ride 2 

26  Mini -Golf Challenge & Dinner  4 

October  * Meet at:  

15 8:00am AZR Breakfast Gathering 4 

18 8:00 am PLP (parking lot practice)  4 

CHAPTER òRó STAFF 
CHAPTER DIRECTOR  
Marty/Amie Smith  602.225.1161 azr_cd@yahoo.com 

ASSISTANT DIRECTORS  
Bud/Dot Kapp  623.434.6560 hekapp@k2g.com 
Keith/Cathy Ranta  623.853.0394 bluewingtrike@yahoo.com 

CHAPTER EDUCATOR   
Bill/Kym Laman  623.594.7005 blaman@cox.net 

ASSISTANT EDUCATORS  
Jim/Terri Rosner  602.696.0766 jrosner@qwest.net 
Jim/Leeann Euler  623.581.6344 eulerj49@yahoo.com 

TREASURER 
Ben Weber 623.544.9159 weber112@cox.net 

RIDE COORDINATOR  
Jim Rosner 602.696.0766 jrosner@qwest.net 

EVENTS COORDINATOR  
Terri Rosner 602.696.0766 trosner@skymall.com 

CHAPTER STORE  
Terri Slyder (Grumpy)  623.399.5787 grumpy1129@gmail.com 

Joe/Sheree Dudek 623.239.5092 skyesmyn4@cox.net 

WEB MASTER  
Shar Walker 602.320.1982 azrwebmaster2009@cox.net 

SUNSHINE  
Pat Funk 623.974.0463 hpfunk@cox.net 

PHOTO COORDINATOR  
Peter/Darla Burchert  623.546.8117 darlapeter@qwest.net 

MOTORIST AWARENESS  
Max Maxwell  623.236.3238 gwsvmax1@aol.com 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR  
Carol Weber 623.544.9159 weber112@cox.net 

SCRAPBOOK EDITOR  
Traci Kaslon 602-614-5277 goldwingpix@cox.net 

PHONE TREE & MEMBERS HIP  
Terry/Phyllis Robinson  623.217.2659 trpr@comcast.net 

MID -WEEK RIDE  
Frank Johnson 623.376.0689 fjohnson22@hotmail.com 

WING BUDDIES  
Darrel/Kathy Schaeffer  623.245.1877 drdrs29@yahoo.com 

SENIOR ADVISORS  
Bob/Jane Sutherland 623.935.4849 azck9@cox.net 

STAFF-AT -LARGE  
Vern/Dee Curbey  623.486.2867 vern.curbey@cox.net 
Gaylord/Chris Miller  602.391.8704 gmqtet@aol.com 

TOURING ARIZONA  
Bill/Susan Trask  623.934.7496 wwtrask@yahoo.com 

CHAPTER R MEETINGS 

Third Saturday each month at 8:00 AM at Old Country Buffet, 

17125 N. 79th Ave., Glendale (in front of Arrowhead Mall) 

See page 8 for District & Region information. 

JUNE 2009 
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TWISTS & TURNS  
Marty & Amie Smith, 

Chapter Directors 

We are now in the middle of June 
and summer is upon us.  Every 
year about this time automobile and 
motorcycle manufacturers begin to 
introduce new and improved models.  This year could be a 
very exciting year as Honda moves its motorcycle produc-
tion over seas and is expected to unveil a new Goldwing. 

Early last year news broke that Honda planned on consoli-
dating two existing motorcycle production plants into a sin-
gle new high-end facility.  The plans called for the produc-
tion plant in Marysville Ohio, which was Hondaôs first plant 
in the U.S., and the production plant in Hamamatsu Japan 
to close and move operations into a mega-plant in 
neighboring Kumamoto Japan.  This new plant will produce 
approximately 60 different models from smaller commuter 
bikes to the large Goldwings.  The planned consolidation 
and closure of Marysville production will end a 27 year run 
of producing motorcycles in the United States.  The transfer 
of production will only affect motorcycles as the Honda plant 
in South Carolina will remain and continue to produce 
ATVôs and personal watercraft.  This move will allow Honda 
to more globally position its motorcycle distribution while 
applying the latest in technology and production systems all 
at one efficient location.  Honda has always been and plans 
on continuing to be one of the worldôs leaders in attaining 
higher standards of safety, design, and performance.  As an 
example of this Honda is the only manufacturer in the world 
to employ an airbag on a production motorcycle and plans 
on installing them on all 250cc and larger motorcycles 
worldwide by 2010. 

Now that itôs been announced that Honda is shutting the 
Marysville plant down, what will happen to its 450 workers?  
No workers will lose their jobs.  They will be absorbed into 
the companyôs automotive division.  The workers will be 
retrained and will fill jobs at Hondaôs other operations in 
Ohio.  Honda employs about 13,000 people at five locations 
in the state and the workers will be distributed amongst 
those facilities.  All too often we hear of large companies 
shutting down operations and leaving their employees out in 
the cold, so for once itôs nice to hear that a company will be 
taking care of their most valuable assets. 

The assembly plant in Marysville is slated to be shut down 
in the spring of 2009.  Until its shut down commences it will 
continue to produce about 120 motorcycles per day.  Honda 
is still debating whether to phase out production gradually 
or just stop all at once.  No decision has been made about 
what to do with the Marysville plant. 

The production capacity for the Marysville plant was 75,000 
motorcycles per year.  The production capacity for the new 
Japan plant is set at 600,000 motorcycles per year.  With a 
production increase of 800 percent Honda has prepared 
themselves for an increase in demand for their product. 

In October of last year Honda announced that it reached the 
cumulative worldwide milestone of 200 million units at the 
end of September.  It achieved this milestone in its 60

th
 year 

BIRTHDAYS  

JUNE  

 20 Judy Reed 

 22 Don Sundeen 

 25 Del Tomlinson 

 27 Lee Smith 

 28 Nancy Roth 

 29 Dona Yantz 

JULY  

 3 Gaylord Miller 

 3 Sharon Culp 

 7 Lilly Early 

 7 Rae Ellsworth 

 8 Don Rainer 

 10 Howard Foreman 

 16 Charlie Blakely 

 17 Les Frederick 

ANNIVERSARIES  

JUNE  

 22 Charlie & Cheri Blakely 

JULY  

 5 Scott & Jude Mertens 

 6 Vic & Linda Whitney 

 7 Bill & Shirley Monaghan 

 8  Marty & Amie Smith 

 8 Lou & Kim Shriro 

 14 Bud & Dot Kapp 

 

NOTE: If we donôt have your birthday or 
anniversary on file, contact Pat Funk,  write it 
on the ñsign-Inò sheet at the next meeting, or 

send an email to Carol Weber at 
weber112@cox.net. 

since Honda began motorcycle production in 1949.  
Hondaôs annual worldwide motorcycle sales reached 
13.47 million units in 2007 and projected more than 18 
million annually by 2010. 

While the plant closures were a surprise to most it was 
actually in the works for nearly ten years.  Seeing the 
demand for their motorcycles and automobiles rise 
Honda began doing research and making plans to en-
hance their standing in the marketplace.  In June 2008 
Honda CEO Takeo Fukui talked about a new plan that 
was initiated two months earlier.  The main points of 
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STORE NEWS 
From Terri Slyder 

 

The Chapter R store staff would like to 
welcome you to summer and remind 
you to pick up your orange cool 
collars.  They are only $3.00 each or 
two for $5.00.   They will help you stay 
cool on your warm summer rides. 

All of us at the store are interested in 
your ideas and preferences.  Sometimes you ask us if we 
could carry items that we donôt currently have.  We would 
love to be able to have everything you want even before you 
know you want it.  But the problem is that we need to carry 
what the majority of the members want.   To help us figure 
out what this is, we will be asking you to complete a survey at 
the next meeting. 

I know that when you are at a meeting, trying to finish your 
breakfast and saying hello to folks you havenôt seen in awhile, 
that it is hard to take the time to complete a survey.  I plead 
with you to take the time.  I have tried to make the survey 
easy to fill out with room for you to fill in questions you may 
have, ideas that you would like to share with us, and 
suggestions for improvement that you might have.  We will do 
our best to provide you with the items you request.  Please 
keep in mind that all items and changes will be approved by 
the Chapter Directors prior to being implemented.  

Grumpy, Joe & Sheree, Charley & Cheri 

ASSISTANT CHAPTER DIRECTORS  
Bud & Dot Kapp, Arizona District Coordinators 

 

May we tell you about Bud and Dot 
visiting with Queen Elizabeth! 

As you know we are doing a lot of 
traveling around the State of 
Arizona and as a result we are 
meeting a lot of interesting people 
from all walks of life.  Can you image Bud and Dot meeting 
or even being in the present of the Queen Elizabethôs 
Royal Court.   

Well, this happened at a GWRRA Chapter Meeting in 
Tucson, Arizona at Chapter K meeting.  The Chapter 
Director name is Elizabeth Smith and at the meeting joking 
she called herself the Queen.  Well, everyone there kept 
the Queen thing going and the entire Chapter meeting 
starting addressing Elizabeth as the Queen.  Can you see 
Bud & Dot curtsying to ñQueen Elizabethò after they talked 
to the Chapter? 

If you want to have a great fun time, go out and visit some 
Chapters around Arizona.  We highly recommend doing 
just that!  When you visit Chapter K in Tucson please 
address the Chapter Director as Queen Elizabeth. 

We will miss the next Chapter R Meeting as we are going 
to attend the Utah District Rally that weekend in St 

George, Utah.  We will miss seeing yaôll and have a 
great fun meeting! 

Let us know how can we help!  

Budôs cell phone: 602-908-4456  

Dot's cell phone:  602-708-9105  

that plan involved strengthening Hondaôs motorcycle 
business and the alterations that they would have to 
make to ensure future success.  Honda began its busi-
ness with motorcycles, entered into the global market 
with motorcycles, and established a business foundation 
which would later enable it to enter into the automobile 
business.   It is its motorcycle business that is the driving 
force of Hondaôs growth and expansion.  With the in-
creased price of crude oil demand for motorcycles as a 
means of transportation is expected to continue to grow.  
There is a good chance that motorcycles will start being 
considered as viable transportation not only in develop-
ing countries, but worldwide. 

So what does all of this say to those of us who own, ride, 
and love our Goldwings?  It says that although they will 
no longer be produced in the United States the Goldwing 
and all other Honda motorcycles are planning on being 
around for a quite a while longer.  With the addition of a 
brand new production facility it would make sense for 
Honda to already have the retooling complete for the 
production of a new Goldwing.  Speculation runs ram-
pant, but the timing is perfect for an update to an already 
exceptional motorcycle.  While the GL1800 is the ñgold 
standardò for touring motorcycles it is starting to show its 
age as the line is now nine years old without any signifi-
cant changes.  The GL1500 was twelve years old when 
it was replaced by the 1800 and now the 1800 is closing 
in on that time frame.  We wonôt know for sure what 
suprises Honda has in store for us until they start releas-
ing information to their dealer network.  In the coming 
weeks and months Iôm sure weôll start to learn more 
about what Mother Honda has up her sleeves.  It will be 
interesting to see just how much higher Honda raises the 
bar for the rest of the motorcycling industry. 

Remember ï life is about the journey not the destination.  
Ride safe and enjoy the scenery.  

Marty & Amie Smith 

TWISTS & TURNS (CONTõD FROM PG 2) 
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òRóIDER ED NOTES 
Chapter Educator:  Bill & Kym Laman 

Assistant Educators:  Jim & Terri Rosner, 

Jim & Leeann Euler 

Anti-Lock Brakes or Not? 

I have read many discussion boards and listened to conversations 
involving whether or not an anti-lock brake system (ABS) is worth it or 
not on a motorcycle.  Often times, the discussions involve someone 
stating that they have never had it before and donôt see a need for it 
now or the fact that they can stop quicker than ABS.  Others state that 
even if you only need it one time, it has paid for itself. 

My experience with ABS began like most people, through cars.  I 
remember the first cars that were ABS-equipped had a distinctive pulse 
in the brake pedal that did not lend itself to my confidence of the 
system.  I really had no understanding as to the benefits of ABS in a 
car and assumed it only really mattered if I were driving in inclement 
weather. 

I have had the good fortune since my initial ABS experience to have 
participated in formal driver training, much of which dealt with the 
benefits of ABS.  After experiencing the effects of ABS on dry, wet, 
uneven, and multi-terrain surfaces, I became a true believer in its 
benefits and developed a much better understanding of its purpose. 

In a car or truck equipped with ABS, the benefit is the ability to steer 
and control the vehicleôs movement during a hard stop or braking in 
less than ideal circumstances.  When a car skids, steering control and 
braking efficiency are lost.  If you ever have the opportunity to drive a 
vehicle without ABS or can safely disconnect it temporarily, get up to 
30-40 mph and go into a skid.  Once in a skid, you can turn the wheel 
all the way right or left and have no effect on direction of the car.  I 
would only recommend trying this in a very controlled environment. 

ABS prevents wheel lock-up which enables you to maintain steering 
control of the car.  This allows you to brake hard to reduce speed as 
well as steer around the obstacle or hazard that is creating the need for 
an evasive maneuver.  Without ABS, you would need to steer around 
the object or try to stop before it.  If you were to brake too hard and 
cause a skid, you would no longer be able to steer your car.  With 
practice, you can smoothly apply the brakes and swerve, but this 
maneuver is difficult to perfect, especially in a panic situation without 
practice because the swerve itself causes some braking to occur and 
can easily send you into a skid. 

Most of you probably already knew this about ABS in cars.  I mostly 
shared my experience with car ABS because prior to receiving formal 
training and comparing my driving abilities in both ABS and non-ABS 
cars made me a true believer in the effectiveness of ABS in a car.  
New ABS systems are much smoother and most people probably donôt 
even realize if or when they have utilized ABS. 

BMW led the way in offering ABS on motorcycles in the late 1980ôs.  
Since then, many manufactures have developed ABS-equipped 
motorcycles and the systems have continued to be refined. 

Motorcycles are obviously much different than cars so does ABS 
benefit motorcycles also?  ABS on a motorcycle is the same as on a 
car in that it prevents wheel lock-up to prevent skidding.  In a car, 
skidding results in loss of steering and stopping distances are 
increased.  On a motorcycle, skidding causes increased stopping 
distances, as well as loss of steering control.  The biggest difference 
with a motorcycle is that a skid may lead to a crash also.  With a front 
wheel skid, there is a strong likelihood that the motorcyclist will 
experience a low-side crash.  With a rear wheel skid there is the 
possibility that a high-side crash may occur if the locked wheelôs brake 
is released during the skid. 

So how does ABS benefit a motorcycle rider?  Isnôt it true that a good 
rider can stop quicker than ABS? 

The benefit of ABS to a motorcycle rider is that skidding can be 
avoided.  Avoiding a skid reduces the chances of a low-side or high-
side crash.  Several tests have been conducted to study stopping 
distances between ABS and non-ABS motorcycles.  I have read many 

of them and all seem to 
d raw t he  s am e 
conclusion, ABS helps. 

I think some confusion 
occurs because it is 
possible to stop quicker 
without ABS than it is 
with ABS engaged 
during a stop.  ABS 
very quickly applies 
and releases the 
brakes so it does not 
stop the motorcycle as 

quickly as a smooth, constant threshold application.  The difference is: 
ABS does not have adrenaline or panic built in like we do and it works 
consistently every time, unlike us.  ABS does not reduce a riderôs 
ability to apply maximum or threshold braking during a stop.  The 
braking system will perform the same way and stop just as quickly as a 
non-ABS system if the brakes are applied properly.  What ABS does 
provide is a safety net for those instances when a rider may over apply 
a front or rear brake which would normally cause a lock-up and 
skidding. 

In one study that I read, several different brands and models of 
motorcycles were tested.  Each was represented by an ABS and a non
-ABS version.  Professional riders were asked to stop as quickly as 
they could on each motorcycle in identical conditions.  They were 
provided several runs on each.  Each professional rider consistently 
stopped quicker on the ABS models than the non-ABS models even 
though they were otherwise identical motorcycles.  The researchers 
concluded that the difference was due to the ridersô knowledge that 
they had a safety net with the ABS that allowed them to more 
aggressively learn the limits of the braking systems without the fear of 
lock up. 

These results were similar to a study conducted by the US Department 
of Transportation in 2006.  They studied several models with and 
without ABS.  Each rider was given six runs on each motorcycle.  The 
difference was that when the riders were on ABS-equipped 
motorcycles, they had to brake hard enough to activate the ABS each 
time.  On dry surfaces, it took each rider several runs to meet or beat 
the ABS stopping distances and on wet surfaces, many were never 
able to match the ABS distances. 

A March 2009 study by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety 
found that motorcycles equipped with ABS had a fatal crash 
involvement rate 28% lower than non-ABS motorcycles and were 
involved in 19% fewer crashes.  For those who are wondering if age 
played a factor in this, it was interesting to note that the average age 
for ABS motorcycle  owners in the study was 50 years of age and non-
ABS was 54 years of age. 

Although I do support the use of ABS on motorcycles, I do not believe 
that ABS is a substitute for good physical and mental skills.  I highly 
recommend regular practice in the area of braking and other evasive 
maneuvers and riding skills as well as equally practiced mental skills 
and strategy.  I try to practice on a regular basis, but always look for 
other advantages that can reduce my margin of error, and I believe 
ABS is one of them.  It is just one more piece of safety equipment that 
may assist us at a crucial time. 

Is ABS worth $1,000 on a new or used motorcycle?   

That is up to you and your co-rider but like all equipment 
recommendations, at least now you can make a more educated 
decision.  

Bill Laman 
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AZR RIDE REWARDS 
For each meeting, ride and activity sponsored by 

Chapter R, you receive points (plus miles) for 

attendance. In January, 2010 we will draw from the 

list for cash prizes. You need to attend at least 6 

Chapter meetings to qualify.  

Standings as of June 1, 2009  

 

WEBSITE INSIGHT  
By Shar Walker, Chapter Website Maintenance 

The newly redesigned Chapter ñRò website is up and fully functional, 
including some new features that were not available before. Iôm 
excited about these changes and new features.  I hope you are too!!!!   

Here are the summaries and highlights of each web page, 

continued from last month: 

Store Page:  Terri  Slyder, the Chapter ñRò Store manager and I 
have worked together to produce a top notch Chapter ñRò Store page 
containing vivid, detailed, colorful photos and descriptions of all items 
available from the Chapter ñRò Store.  Now you donôt have to try to 
guess or imagine what an item looks like, youôll be able to see it in full 
color.  AND, weôre looking at new items to add to the selection, so 
keep your eyes open, Chapter ñRò merchandise is growing and on the 
move. 

With the addition of the new pdf fillable online order form, including a 
tutorial to show you how to use the order form, ease of ordering, 
paying and pickup has never been easier, AND it enhances the 
already excellent customer service provided to our members and 
shoppers by Terri and the Store staff.  

Those who prefer the convenience of having their items reserved and 
ready for pickup at a chapter meeting will find the use of the ñitem 
availability inquiry formò real plus.  If you see an item or items that you 
want and you want to make sure the store will have them for you at the 
next meeting, you can submit the ñitem availabilityò inquiry form.  This 
will eliminate disappointment for items being out of stock. 

If the items need to be mailed rather than picked up, prepayment, 
including shipping and handling charges, is required and can be 
handled by Terri or her staff. 

If you think of items that are relative to the Chapter, its members or 
motorcyclists in general, you can suggest it to Terri and sheôll check 
into the feasibility of the store carrying it.  This is your store, we want to 
provide you with the items that reflect the dynamics and versatility of 
Chapter ñRò as well as the wants and needs of its members. 

Rider Education Page: Our Rider Education team headed up by 
Bill and Kym Laman, who come to us from District level, are supported 
by Chapter ñRò teams Jim and LeeAnn Euler and Jim and Terri 
Rosner.  These folks will keep on top of training and safety issues 
relative to safe riding.  Training seminars, PLPôs, skill enhancements, 
etc. are all part of the Rider Education classes offered to Chapter ñRò 
riders.  Take advantage of these classes to help develop, build, 
enhance and improve your riding skills. 

Sunshine Page :  This position requires a special person whose 
personality combines enthusiasm, cheer, concern and compassion.  
Ms. Sunshine is often the fist person contacted when someone is sick, 
hospitalized, dealing with a family loss, or when happy events such as 
birthdays, weddings, (of which Chapter ñRò has seen a few), 
anniversaries and graduations of our members and their families are 
taking place. Pat Funk has eagerly accepted the role and 
responsibilities of Chapter Rôs ñMs. Sunshineò and she fits the bill 
perfectly. She wants you to know you can call her to action when 
something needs to be done. The Sunshine and Staff pages both list 
Patôs email address.  

Sponsors and Advertisers Page:  The success of Chapter ñRò 
depends on sponsors and advertisers and they in turn depend on 
business generated by the advertising.  Please give these sponsors 
and advertisers serious consideration when purchasing goods or 
services.  In todayôs economy, itôs important that we deal with 
dependable, reputable and reliable companies such as those who 
support and sponsor Chapter ñRò and other riding groups. 

Classifieds Page:  The classified page is provided as a courtesy to 
our members to allow you to buy, sell or trade motorcycle related 
items.  It is intended for use by private individuals only, please.  If you 
are a business owner, with something to sell, consider purchasing 
sponsorship or advertising space which not only gets you advertising 
in our monthly newsletter, but also on our website.  In addition, you get 
to list one special sale or promo classified listing on the classified page 
of our website. 

There you have itðChapter ñRòs website.  Itôs a work in progress, with 
frequent updates and changes.   If you notice broken links, missing 
pictures, etc., email me to let me know about it.  Oh yes, if you 
bookmark Chapter ñRò or add it to your ñfavoritesò, your computer 
tends to want to ñhelp youò by storing the page in its memory.  The 
next time you visit the ñfavoriteò link or ñbookmarkedò link, you may find 
yourself getting an old version of the webpage.  You can either hit the 
refresh button at the top of your computer screen or you can retype the 
address in to get you to the newest versions of the pages.   

Technology, computers and the internet all tend to be a bit ñquirkyò, so 
you just have to figure a way around that works best for you.  Some 
people have problems, some donôt.   Try these two solutions first and if 
you still have trouble, send me an email at 

azrwebmaster2009@cox.net 

Happy Browsing!!!! 

6,025  Terri Rosner  

5,275  Bill Laman  

5,010  Jim Rosner  

4,595  Jim Euler  

4,097  Harley Funk  

4,065  Kym Laman  

3,679  Terry Robinson  

3,547  Pat Funk  

3,145  Phyllis Robinson  

3,080  Bill Trask  

2,864  Bud Kapp  

2,680  LeeAnne Euler  

2,480  Susan Trask  

2,300  KathySchaeffer  

2,280  Dot Kapp  

2,250  Martin Smith  

2,230  Frank Wilcox  

2,122  Max Maxwell  

2,080  Terri Wilcox  

2,050  Daryl Schaeffer  

1,979  Terri Slyder  

1,900  Gaylord Miller  

1,750  Chris Mehling  

1,717  Les Frederick  

1,550  Chris Miller  

1,350  John Davis  

1,350  Amie Smith  

1,250  Janet Mehling  

1,200  Susan Davis  

1,200  Kevin Hamilton  

mailto:azrwebmaster2009@cox.net
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The GWRRA Rider Education 
Program (REP) is intended to make 
the motorcycle 
environment 
safer by 
reducing injuries 
and fatalities 
and increasing 
motorcyclist 
skills and awareness.  Through 
Commitment, Education and 
Application, we can reduce our 
accident rate significantly. Benefits of 
a fully implemented GWRRA Rider 
Education Program at the Chapter 
level: 

Increased rider knowledge 

Increased safety skills 

Prevention of accidents 
LEVEL IV - Master Tour Riders  

Life & Grand Masters (10 Years +) 

Lee Jordan  #269 

Darwin óMaxô Maxwell #1043 

Charlie & Nancy Thayer   #912/939 

LEVEL III - Certified Tour Riders 
Steve Corcoran Bill Laman 

Marie Robinson Ben Zeppa 

Janet Mehling Vic Whitney 

Vern Curbey Ben Weber 

Carol Weber Peter Burchert 

Keith Ranta Cathy Ranta 

LEVEL II - Safety by Education 
Cory Creighton Bradley D. Fett 

Joe Garcia Mark LaTour 

Chris Mehling Jay Motz 

Susan Trask Darla Burchert 

Kym Laman Jim Euler 

LEVEL I - Safety by Commitment 

14 Members at Level I 

Senior Masters (5-9 Years) 

Jim Graybeal  #3011 

Dave Holland #2688 

Dave/Judy Russell  #3363/3362 

Bob/Jane Sutherland  #4229/4228 

Jerry White #2561 

Masters (0-5 Years) 

Roger/Bev Cameron #7124/7123 

Rita Cathie #4961 

Harley/Pat Funk #6551/6837 

John Hauck #6993 

Sherry Holland #6838 

Harry/Dorothy Kapp #6997/6996 

Tom Kilday #6422 

Jim/Terri Rosner #7122/7121 

Daryl/Kathy Schaeffer #4960/4959 

Dwight Shaw #6424 

Martin/Amie Smith #6992/6991 

John Spade #7129 

WW (Bill) Trask  #4668 

Frank Wilcox #7003 

Gaylord Miller #7294 

John/Susan Davis #7293/7292 

Frank Johnson #7462 

MARTY & AMIE SMITH  

2009 Chapter R 

Couple of the Year 

 

BUD & DOT KAPP 

2009 Arizona District 

Couple of the Year 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
If anyone has made any changes 

 to address, phone, cell phone,  

and/or email address, please  

notify Terry & Phyllis Robinson  

at trpr@comcast.net.  This is  

really important in order to keep  

the membership list up-to-date.   

Thanks everyone! 

 

TERRI ROSNER 

2009 Chapter R 

Individual of the Year 

 

SUNSHINE NEWS  
 

Good News -Bad News -Family News  
 

If you have family news you would like to share with  

Chapter R members, let Pat Funk know at 

hpfunk@cox.net or 623 -974-0463. 

 

Jeff Kaslon  had back surgery a couple weeks ago.  He 

is doing really well and has gone back to work 

already!  
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TOURING ARIZONA ð MAY 2009  
Touring Arizona is on hiatus as District tries to revamp the 
program.  Here is an article about our trip to Canada & Alaska 
instead. 

 
TOURING BRITISH COLUMBIA  

Susan and I took a trip to Canada and Alaska in May 2009. 
During this trip we had a chance to ride a Gold Wing through 
the beautiful landscapes of British Columbia (BC). We had met 
Mark & Julie Redl (from Chilliwack, BC) in 2008 when they 
traveled through Phoenix; they asked us to visit them if we 
ever got to BC, so we took them up on the offer. The day we 
rode their 2008 Wing was a sunny day with a cool morning 
turning to a warm and pleasant afternoon ï temperatures in the 
52-70 degree range. 

The ride began with an awesome, sweeping ride along rivers 
and through farmland, surrounded by majestic, snow-capped 
mountains. It was hard to keep eyes on the road with the 
overwhelming scenery. Waterfalls were plentiful, pine forests, 
lush meadows and flowing rivers. We followed winding roads 
through the old mining town of Yale, BC next to the Fraser 
River, a major river that flows 870 miles from the northern 
Rockies into the Pacific Ocean at Vancouver. Above Yale, the 
Fraser River hurtles through a narrow canyon made even less 
wide by railroads blasting rock to make way for railroads on 
both sides of the canyon (Canadian Pacific on one side, 
Canadian National on the other). 

At Hellôs Gate, the Fraser River narrows to a gap of about 100 
feet wide, but remains over 150 feet deep, so the water flow is 
equivalent to a Class 6 Rapid, i.e., it cannot be traversed by 
canoe, raft or kayak.  Special gates had to be installed for 
salmon to swim upstream. An aerial tram takes you from the 
Trans-Canada Highway across the river to a visitor center on 
the west side. The tram falls about 200 feet in its descent, so 
the view is amazing. An iron bridge can be accessed from the 
west side of the river and you can stand directly over the 
narrowest point in the river.  We watched huge pieces of 
lumber (fallen trees) being crushed and sucked under by the 
power of the river. And we ate salmon chowder that was very 
delicious. 

Following this awesome view, Mark & Julie led us to Coquihalla 
Canyon Provincial Park, popularly called The Othello Tunnels, 
a series of bridges and tunnels left from an early 20th Century 
narrow gauge train system that hauled ore from the area. If you 
have seen the movie ñRambo, First Bloodò this is where the 
scenes were filmed of Rambo hanging from a cliff as a 
helicopter sniper tries to shoot him. The nearby town of Hope, 
BC was the town that Rambo blew up in the movie ï it looked 
fine when we went through it..!  Anyway the tunnels are a great 
hiking trail and follow the Coquihalla River as it smashes its 
way through the canyon. It was more awesome scenery. 

We only did about 150 miles (190 km) that day, but our senses 
were overwhelmed by the beauty and the pure nature of the 
area. If you get a chance to visit British Columbia, take the time 
to visit Hope and Hellôs Gate ï you will never regret it. 

By Bill Trask 

WIND & MOTORCYCLE CRASHES  
By John Spade 

KHBS-TV (Northwest Arkansas); Thursday, May 14, 
2009 

Wind May Have Caused Motorcycle Crash  

FORT SMITH, Ark. -- A motorcycle collided with a semi-
truck Wednesday morning in the eastbound lanes of 
Interstate 40 in Muskogee County.  The Oklahoma High-
way Patrol said 40-year-old Lorrianne Barisic, of Good-
year, Ariz., died after losing control of her 2003 Scream-
ing Eagle motorcycle as an 18-wheeler passed her on 
the freeway.  OHP reported dry road conditions but high 
winds around the time of the accident.  "Wind is obvi-
ously a big factor because it can press you one way or 
the other," said Ed Upchurch, a Fort Smith motorcycle 
expert. "It can actually push you off the road."  Upchurch 
says windy situations often force motorcyclists to lean in 
the direction of the wind to maintain their balance.  "I've 
personally been in high winds riding on the interstate at 
60 (mph) and a big trucks pass me." he said. "If I'm not 
on top of it, it would take me right into them."  Upchurch 
said when a large vehicle passes a motorcycle it cuts off 
the wind circulation which can cause the motorcycle 
rider to lose control.  "She was leaning to the left more 
than likely -- leaning into the wind, and when the truck 
comes by it stops the wind and she's in a turn angle," 
Upchurch said.  In windy situations Upchurch said it's 
important for motorcycle drivers to pay close attention to 
their rear view mirrors in order to see passing vehicles.  

"Move to the right-hand side of the lane (it) gives you 
more room to maneuver and expect that they're going to 
block the wind," Upchurch said. 

This one hits close to home since the person lived in 

Goodyear.   

ABC (Tulsa, Oklahoma); Thursday, May 21, 2009 

Motorcyclist Killed in Tulsa Highway Accident 

Tulsa, OK - A motorcyclist is killed on Highway 169 
when he loses control and slams into the back of a 
dump truck. It happened just after 2 o'clock Thursday 
morning.  Police say, three men were going north on the 
highway when one of them lost control of his bike and 
ran into the back of the truck.  The man was thrown sev-
eral hundred feet and his bike burst into flames.  He died 
at the scene.  The truck's driver was not injured.  Offi-
cers were forced to close down both north and south 
bound lanes of Highway 169 when the victim's family 
members arrived at the scene in order to keep them safe 
from oncoming traffic.  One family member was taken 
into custody for obstruction at the scene. Investigators 
are still trying to determine what caused the accident. 

I present this to our newsletter readers because I 
want to emphasize the danger big rigs pose to folks 
on bikes.  I know many of you are heading to Wing 
Ding soon.  Keep in mind that Oklahoma is a windy 
state, flat and wide open.  Give any large truck lots 

of room.  Have fun and come back safe.  
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BILL & SUSANõS ADVENTURES IN BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Bill & Susan at Yale, BC 

SOCIAL EVENTS AND PICTURES  

CANYON DE CHELLY  

Frank, Jim, Terri 

Hellôs Gate The open road 

MAY PLP  

Beautiful! 

Terri, Jim, Bill 

PINNACLE PEAK DINNER  

Donôt Ask 
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International Drill Team  

World Champions  

PURPOSE and MISSION  

The Arizona Precision Motorcycle Drill Team 

was established in 1985 with the purpose of pre-

senting to the public a positive image of motorcy-

cling and motorcycle safety, and to make friends 

for fun and enjoyment.  The team accomplishes 

these goals through participation in competition 

and performances, demonstrating safe motorcy-

cling by example and education, and by being 

active participants in the motorcycling commu-

nity. The Team incorporated in 1989 as a non-

profit organization. 

Watch the Website for Skill Enhancement Classes 

Call Jim Graybeal (602) 439-5352 or go to - 

www.azdrillteam.org 

ARIZONA 

PRECISION 

AD RATES 

Business Card .... $75 

1/4 Page ........... $100 

1/2 Page ........... $200 
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ARIZONA DISTRICT STAFF  
www.gwrraaz.com  

District Directors  Garry & Kerry Woo 520.883.7155 

District Asst Director  Howard Foreman 602.754.8366 

District Educator  Harley & Pat Funk 623.974.0463 

District Treasurer  Susan & Mike Heritage 520.762.8636 

District M.A.D.  Dave & Sandie Novitt  520.296.7369 

District Membership  Bill & Susan Trask 623.934.7496 

District Spec. Events  Jeffrey & Denise Goldin 623.551.9947 

District Store  Howard Foreman 602.754.8366 

District COY & Coord.  Bud & Dot Kapp 623.434.6560 

District IOY  Bill Leach 520.747.5276 

District Webmaster  Don Rhodes 480.216.8669 

District Ride Coord.  Bob Sutherland 623.935.4849 

REGION F STAFF  
www.gwrra -regionf.org  

Region Directors  Melissa Eason (temp) 623.581.2500 

Region Asst Director  Tom & Barb Jefferies 916.682.3469 

Region Educator  Ace Peterson 970.240.9408 

Region Treasurer  Pam White 505.896.3879 

Region M.A.D.  Dave & Sandie Novitt 520.296.7369 

Region Membership  Ed & Linda Johnson 276.628.5535 

Region Rally  Jeffrey & Denise Goldin 602.481.0894 

Region Store  Barb Jefferies 916.682.3469 

Region COY Coord.  Randall & Janet Drake 303.933.6073 

Region Webmasters  Paul & Linda Fenton 949.597.0232 

Leadership Training  David & Kath Orr 704.560.5446 

CHAP SERVING MEETING DAY, TIME MEETING LOCATION CHAPTER DIRECTOR, PHONE, E-MAIL 

AZ-A TUCSON 
3rd Saturday, 
8:00 AM 

Golden Corral, 4380 E 22nd St,  
Tucson 

Dean & Jeannine Jernigan, 520.663. 
0377, E-Mail azadirector@jernigan.us 

AZ-C 
LAKE  
HAVASU 

4th Saturday 
8:00 AM  

Golden Corral 
Lake Havasu City 

Joe & Nancy Callaway, 928.855.8981 
E-Mail jbcallaway@gmail.com  

AZ-D 
PHOENIX 
East Valley 

2nd Saturday,  
7:30 AM 

Old Country Buffet, 6625 E Southern Ave.,  
Mesa 

Dennis & Beth Brinton, 480.786.0365 
E-Mail u65079@cox.net 

AZ-E 
SIERRA  
VISTA 

1st Tuesday ,  
5:30 PM  

Golden Corral, 798 South Highway 92,  
Sierra Vista 

Donna & Richard Brown, 520.366.5801 
E-Mail wingrider@powerc.net  

AZ-F BULLHEAD CITY 
2nd Sunday,  
12:30 PM 

Golden Grill, Hwy 68, Golden Valley 
Ron & Sue Baudoin,  
E-Mail ron@gwrraazf.com  

AZ-G 
GREEN 
VALLEY 

2nd Saturday,  
8:00 AM 

Arizona Family Restaurant,  
80 W. Esperanza, Green Valley 

Carl & Sherryll Welch,  520.548.0223 
E-Mail: cd1_azg@att.net 

AZ-J FLAGSTAFF Email Notification Email Notification - Flagstaff 
Tim & Mary Gales, 928.774.7361  
E-Mail TGinAZ@msn.com  

AZ-K TUCSON 
4th Saturday,  
8:00 AM   

Golden Corral, 715 E. Wetmore,  
Tucson 

Elizabeth Bottka-Smith , 520.390.5058 
E-Mail ebs56@cox.net  

AZ-R 
PHOENIX 
West Valley 

3rd Saturday,  
8:00 AM 

Old Country Buffet, 17125 N.79th Ave. 
Glendale 

Marty & Amie Smith, 602.225.1161 
E-Mail: azr_cd@yahoo.com 

AZ-S SCOTTSDALE 
1st Saturday,  
8:00 AM 

Jason's Deli , Scottsdale and Shea,  
Scottsdale 

Richard Shields/Bobbie Harris, 480.391. 
7018   E-Mail rshields018@cox.net 

AZ-Y PRESCOTT 
4th Saturday,  
8:00 AM 

Peteôs Restaurant, 1355 Iron Springs Rd., 
Prescott 

Earl Spenard, 928.541.9031 
E-Mail ejs@cableone.net  

ARIZONA CHAPTERS  -   MEETING DATES / PLACES / CONTACTS  
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SKULL VALLEY ñMOTHERõS DAY  


